HACKNEY TRADING STANDARDS ADVICE TO TRADERS PROJECT
Mephedrone is a recreational drug similar to speed and ecstasy. It is sold as a white powder, also found in capsules and pills or can be dissolved in a liquid.
Initial intelligence from Drug Action Teams seem to show that it is sold on the internet as plant food marked not for human consumption.

Mephedrone is a completely different drug to Methadone which is a strong painkiller typically used to treat heroin addicts.
It is currently legal to buy or be in possession of the powder, but against the law to sell, supply or advertise the powder for human consumption under the Medicines Act. The Home Office initially  stated that Trading Standards Officers had a duty to enforce offences under the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008. 
However the situation has moved on with the Home Office now confirming that the product will classified as a Class B drug. Hence it moves to being the enforcement responsibility of the Police on 16th April.

It has been advised by LACORS that Trading Standards should not prosecute at this time as any conviction could be appealed as the product can technically be sold legally.

Any action by Hackney Trading Standards will be done by liasing with Hackney Police and Drugs Action Teams.

The Drug Action Team have said online sales are the most prevalent method of obtaining the product. It may also be available in saunas.     

The product is also supplied by drug dealers, they buy it at about £27 for 3 grams and pad it out (cut it down) so this makes 6 grams. Hence the mark up is great.  
The following notice has been given to traders in Hackney whom it was felt may be involved in the supply of Mephedrone
From HACKNEY TRADING STANDARDS
To whom it may concern,

You will be aware of recent media coverage on the so-called ‘legal high’ Mephedrone (chemical name 4 – methylmethcathinone).  There is increasing concern about the potential harms and risks associated with these substances and I wanted to formally notify you of the existing enforcement powers, under current legislation, that control the importation and sale of this substance.

On 29 March the Home Secretary announced a ban on the import of the chemicals listed below (which included mephedrone) and any products containing these chemicals:

· 4-Methylmethcathinone (mephedrone)

· 4-Methoxymethcathinone (bk-PMMA/ methedrone)

· 3-Fluoromethcathinone 

· 2-Methylamino-1-(3,4-methylenedioxyphenyl)propan-1-one  (bk-MDMA/methylone)

· 2-Methylamino-1-(3,4-methylenedioxyphenyl)butan-1-one (bk-MBDB/butylone)

Following the introduction of the ban on Monday 29 March 2010 it is now an offence to import mephedrone into the UK without a licence and the UK Border Agency will seize any shipments of mephedrone and other cathonines (as listed) which they find entering the country illegally and take appropriate measures against those involved.

In addition it is illegal to sell, supply or advertise mephedrone for human consumption under medicines legislation, and the Medicines and Healthcare Regulatory Agency are responsible for controlling and enforcing medicines law. 

The Government is also taking swift action to make mephedrone, and other cathinones, Class B drugs under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.  The intention is to make import, export, supply, production or possession of mephedrone a criminal offence under that Act. 

Your shop may, or may not have been selling mephedrone (also known as M-CAT and meow meow). 

If you have any stocks of these substances (or products that you suspect may contain them) you should take the opportunity to hand them to the officer serving you with this notice.  Ignorance of the new law will not be a defence. 
In the meantime, may I urge you to review the measures you have put in place to ensure that you comply with the law.  With your help, I hope we can protect the public, especially young people from the potential harms and risks of all controlled drugs.
Further details can be found at http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/          
The following Traders have been visited in Hackney
	Name of Premise
	Address
	Status of Premise
	Advice leaflet given
	Mephedrone Sold

	Safak
	159 Stoke Newington Road N16
	Still open
	Yes
	No

	Sinem Florist
	129 Stoke Newington Road
	Still open
	Yes
	No 

	Zumist Florist
	129A Stoke Newington Road
	Still open
	Yes
	No

	Evergreen and Outrageous
	43 Stoke Newington Church 
	Still open
	Yes
	No

	Flowers N16
	113 Stoke Newington Church Street N16
	Still open
	Yes
	No

	Flowers of Paris
	228b Stoke Newington High Road N16
	Still open
	Yes
	No

	Chariots Roman Spa
	1 Fairchild Street
EC2A 3NS
	Still open
	Yes
	No

	Herbal Inn
	527 Kingsland Road
	Still open
	Yes
	No

	City Limits
	Worship Street
	closed
	No
	N/A

	T Elderidge Florist
	159 Homerton High Street E9 
	Closed at time of visit
	Yes
	Unknown

	Gail Smith Flowers
	38 Kingsland Road E2
	Change of use
Closed premise
	No
	N/A

	Flowereast
	82 Kingsland Road E2
	Now a gallery
	No
	N/A

	Lab net Screening Services
	151-153 Curtain Road EC2A 
	Premise not found
	No
	N/A

	Flower Power
	92 Murray Grove
N1 
	Premise closed down
	No
	N/A

	Old Street Flowers
	18 Pitfield Street
N1
	Premise closed at time of visit but still operating
	Yes
	Unknown

	The Village Florist 
	211a Victoria Park Road E9
	Premise closed down
	No
	N/A

	A G Price
	217 Well Street E9
	Premise closed at time of visit but still trading
	Yes
	Unknown

	Gorshen Odze
	51 Braydon Road
N16
	No premise found
	No
	N/A

	JK London LTD
	107 Holmleigh Road N16
	No premise found
	No 
	N/A



To conclude there is no obvious threat of sales of this product most sales appear to be internet rather than retail sales. Popular internet sites where this product may be found are www.lushfeed.co.uk and www.mephedrone2u.com and www.chem-king.co.uk. 

